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® ~Vicory o OF WARNING. a 
: Sani 
ik hg es STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. ee : 
¥ Ta the ube the Town of Cornish, in the COunt by of i Wie ins . ee 
said State, qualified to vote in town a Os: : ‘ee yf wl 
z You are hereby notified to meet at the Town-hous ‘in said € Cornis! on 
; Tuesday, the eighth day of March next, at nine of the eléck in the f 
* -noon, to act on the following subjects, viz: % + 
: 1st. ‘To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting, My — 


“I 


2d. To choose a Town Clerk. 
eh. 3d. To choose a Representative to represent this town in’ Y the Caner 
eu a Court of said State. 
4th. To bring in your votes for Goyernor, Councillor, Senator, Rail- 
road Commissioner, County Treass er, Register of Deeds, and) prizes ae 
Road Commissioners. “ai a 
5th. To choose a Representative to represent the third Co 
District of this State in the Congress of the United States... ~ 
6th. To choose Selectmen and all other necessary Town Offi@ersis 
7th. ‘To raise such sums of money as may be yeceseary to defray at 
charges the ensuing year. 
8th. To see what sum of money the town will raise to finish the new 
road laid out by the Road Commissioners near Albert Powers’s. 
th. To raise such*sums of money as may be necessary to make and oy. 
repair Highways the ensuing year. heh 
10th. To see if the town will discontinue the old road from James Hil- s 
dreth’s house easterly to the County road near Philip Read’s. 
11th. To see if the town will disannex a part of John P. Carroll’s farm, 
containing about 15 acres of land, bounded on the West and South by the — 
town farm, on the Kast by land of Abraham Foss, John P. Carroll, and 
_ William S. Deming, on the North by land of Samuel Ayers, from School | 
- | District No. 7, and annex the same to School District No. 8. 
12th. To see if the town will discontinue the road from Seth C. et 
ing’s old house to the road leading from Abraham nn: s to Elijah He 
Cotton's. 


ie) gm oe - bee under our baud and seal this eighteenth day of tina A. 
1853 
‘ ISRAEL HALL, 3 , 
™ J. M. DAVIDSON, Selectmen of Cohiisih 5 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT... 


RECEIPTS. 4 
They have assessed the inhabitants of the Town of Corifeh, and lands at 
of non-resident owners, the sum of $3540 97 
“Also, School] District No. 9, 431 75 
4° 3d 7 No. 4, /  3P 00 
She ik No. 10, AP's, 4 12 53 
om 6 86 “c No. 12, Yn “9, 75 
k _ They have paid into the Treasury the following * 
a additional sums: 
TI e Literary Fund, 81 19 
Interest on School Fund, * 35 00 
Railroad Tax, 53 80 
Cash received of the Town of Grantham, for the 
support of a pauper, 27 62 
Cash received of the County Treasurer, for the 
wi support of County Paupers, % 374 27 
‘ Ct is ed of Enos Rawson—money refunded, 12 00 
Circus License, 60 00 
Cash received of School District No. 9, for land, 10 00 
Making the whole amount, $4677 88 
Deduct Cash paid State and County Treasurers, 661 47 
Also Cash due School Districts No. 10, 11 and 15, 31 08 , 
692 55 
_ Leaves a balance of rae " $3985 33 
“ EXPENDITURES. 
For the support of the Poor, 377 74 ’ 
Alms-House expenses, J 176 21 
For the support of Schools, 796 81 
For Plank and Timber, 157 49 
Paid Superintending Schoo) Committee for 1851, 52 50 
Bishop & Tfacy for printing Reports 1851, 10 50 
' Powers & Tasker for making new road, 243 000 
Powers & Tasker for repairing Bridge, ‘ 90 00 
don > * 
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Brought up, 
Paid Jeduthan Emerson, making new road, 


W. M. Ladd, Teachers’ Institute, 

Joseph Westgate, land damage, 

John Bartlett, * es 

Chas. W. Comings, school-house tax, No. 9, 

S. N. Bartlett, bi ‘© No. 4, 

Lysander Knights, 4 Node, 


C. E. Jackson, cost of Road Commissioners, 

James W. Bradley, Collector of Taxes on 
School-house in District No. 9, . 

A. R. Comings, damage on horse and wagon, 

C. W. Lathrop and others, for work on road, 

Abatements on taxes, 

Abatement on Jas. W. Bradley’s tax-bill, 

Abatement on D. G. Westgate’s ‘* 1851 

Bradley Burr and others, damages on plows, 

Lucinda Weld for Clothing, 

Stephen Williams and others, notifying Jurors, 

W. R. Kimball, Com. on Schoo! Districts, 

Harvey Chase, Attorney fees, 

The County Sealer of Weights, 

Orlando Powers, making taxes and copies of 
inventory for the Secretary of State, 

James S. Hunter, enrolling militia, 

Treasurer, services, 

Town Clerk, services, 

Collector, services, 

Selectmen, services, 

Contingent expenses, 


Deducting this from the above, leaves a balance in favor of — 


the town of 
1 


404 38 
20 99 
100 00 
10 00 
420 00 
30 00 
7 75 
44 55 


44 69 
5 00 
59 35 
11 56 
14 08 


$3985 33 


12 98 | 
9 62. 


12 00 
3 10 
2 75 
2 73 
1 67 


14 00 
1 00 
10 00 
18 25 
30 00 
99 50 
29 37 


$ 3323 57 


$661 76 


We recommend to the inhabitants of the town of Cornish to raise, to 


defray town charges, the ensuing year, the sum of 


We also recommend to raise, to finish the new road near 


Albert Powers’s, the sum of 
Also, to repair Highways and Bridges, the sum of 


All respectfully submitted, 
ISRAEL HALL, ! 


* 


a , JAMES M. DAVIDSON, 
GEO. W. WELD, 


$1000 00 
& 


600 00 
1500 00 


Selectmen of Cornish. / 
bp . 


4 
ALMS-HOUSE REPORT. 


Received from the County Treasurer, for support of Paupers at the 


Alms-house, $211 73 

Cash received of ]. Hall, Agent of Mrs. Bartlett, 39 00 

Cash due from the County Treasurer, 12 00 
Total, $ 262 73 


For supporting this establishment, the following sums have 
been expended, viz; 


Paid for Agent for 1852, and up to Feb. 28, 1853, $161 79 


For Medical services, 5 42 
Incidental expenses, for which orders have been 
drawn on the Town Treasurer, 9 00 
Incidental expenses paid, orders not drawn, 39 00 
Amounting in all to the sum of $215 21 
Which deducted from the receipts, leaves a balance in favor 
of the Alms-house, of $47 52 


An inventory and appraisal of the personal property at the Alms- 
house was made on the 28th day of February, 1853, which at par cash 
value amounts to $1327 95. Decrease from the appraisal of last 
year, $61 93. 


The produce of the Farm the past year has been as follows :— 


28 tons of Hay, 225 bush. Potatoes, ,; 37 Turkies, 

100 bush. Corn, 3 ‘¢ ~Turnips, 120 Chickens, 

BO ** ate 1 .. 4” Carrota 14 barrels Cider, 

bat SS OR eae. 14°" ** ~ Beans, 1488 pounds Beef, 
35, 4°» Apples, 20 heads Cabbage, 955 “* Pork, 
wa °** (Onions, 8 loads Pumpkins, 434 at UREEE, 
Bi ashy # Beets, 5 Calves, 600 ‘6s Cheese, 
2 *¢ Parsnips, 8 Lambs, 62 ‘¢ — Wool. 


There has been 48 yards Woolen Flannel made in the house the past 
year. 


It is supposed that the Grain, Provisions, &c., are nearly sufficient 
for the season. 


There has been at the Alms-house, during the past year, from thir- 
teen to sixteen inmates. One has died—two have left the establish- 
ment, and the present number is thirteen. 


All respectfully submitted, 


ISRAEL HALL, 
J. M. DAVIDSON, * Overseers of the Poor. 
GEO. W. WELD, 


5 
TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The whole amount of debts now existing against the town is, $230 38 


To pay this sum the town has funds amounting to 1071 87 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town of $841 49 
The debts against the town are as follows, to wit: 
On Orders drawn, $129 35 
Due the heirs of Austin Tyler, 35 95 
Superintending Schoo] Committee, (say) 34 00 
School Districts No. 10, 11 and 15, 31 08 
$230 38 


The funds which the town has to pay the above debtis: | 
Cash on hand, $776 77 
Balance due on Note against Obed Powers, including 

interest, secured by,zeal estate, (Literary Fund), 292 10 


Interest on Schoo] Fund, 3 00 
Making the resources, as above stated, —— 1071 87 
Which leaves a balance, as above stated, $ 841 49 


SCHOOL FUND. 


Notes in the hands of the Treasurer, amounting to $387 51 
Cash received on Note of Paschal Smithnowonhand 83 34 
Interest on School Fund, 3 00 
———— $473 85 
All of which is respectfully submitted by 
JOHN T. BRECK, Treasurer. 
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REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The condition of our Schools the past year has been in most re- 
spects highly gratifying. Our board of teachers were very well qual- 
ified and entered upon their work with commendable zeal and earnest- 
ness. They have, with two or three exceptions, performed the du- 
ties of their office with great credit to themselves, and profit to their 
scholars. he children and youth have come to the school-house 
with an evident impression that the school-house is the place for study, 
and not for idleness and play, and the place where to enrich and 
beautify their mind with treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and 
not the place to soil, deface and injure with jack-knives, ink, coal 
and chalk. They have evidently come to the school-house, also, to 
cultivate and practice kindness of feeling and refinement of manners, 
and not to indulge in rudeness of speech and cruelty of deportment, 
one towards another. ‘There are, however, two or three schools, of 
whom all this is not true. We hope the remark may never have ap- 
plication to them in the future. 

Schools have been taught in all the Districts except in No. 15. 
This is a very small District. It contains only 3 or 4 families, and 
in those families are only 3 or 4 children of suitable age to attend 
school, and these have attended school in District No. 1. It would 
evidently be better for this District to be united with some other. 

Citizens in District No. 11 signified by petition to the Superin- 
tending Committee that their Winter school was not profitable. The 
Committe, after visiting it, was satisfied that the teacher had better 
retire from the school, and advised him accordingly. He accepted 
the advice, and withdrew from the school. 

The County School Commissioner has spent a day in town dur- 
ing the Winter. He visited three schools in the day time and de- 
livered an address in the evening. There was a good attendance of 
of citizens, teachers and scholars to hear the address. The remarks 
of the Commissioner to the schools and his address in the evening 
were well adapted to exert a happy and salutary influence. 

Citizens of the different districts have manifested a growing inter- 
est in the welfare of their respective schools. ‘They have done this 
in many instances by the choice which they have made for their Pru- 
dential Committee, by their contributions in wood and board, and by 
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their visits to the schools at their beginning and close, and occasion- 
ally at other times. The amount given in different districts to 
lengthen out the schools has been from two dollars to 44 dollars. 
“At the examination of one school near its close there were seven, at 
at another 10, and at another 16 of the parents and friends present. 
The good influence of the interest thus manifested was very appa- 
rent. It has affected most happily both teachers and scholars. 

Citizens have made their school-houses as comfortable, perhaps, as 
circumstances would admit. Some of the school-houses are, howev- 
er, not as comfortable and convenient as it is very desirable that they 
should be. There are several districts in which they need to be re- 
modelled or new ones built. It is presumed these districts will do 
it at their earliest convenience. ‘The welfare of their children pre- 
sents an adequate motive to do it without delay. 

In District No. 9 a new school-house has been built. It is a no- 
ble and beautiful house. Its size, form, and construction of its dif- 
ferent parts will promote the health, comfort and convenience of 
teacher and scholars. The school-room is spacious, easily warmed, 
and provided with two ventilators. The desks are suitably elevated. 
Two scholars may sit at each of them. The seats are chairs instead 
of benches, and are made fast in their places by iron fixtures. Sey- 
eral moveable chairs are also furnished for the use of scholars or vis- 
itors who may wish to occupy them. ‘The teacher’s desk is in one 
corner of the school-room upon a platform of seven or eight inches in 
height. At the desk the teacher has at a single glance a full view 
of all the scholars. Adjoining the school-room on one side as you 
enter the outer door, is a suitable place for the deposit of wood, and 
upon the other side a-place for garments. Had the desks been form- 
ed to accommodate only one scholar instead of two, it would have 
been a model school-house, unequalled probably by any school-house 
in the County or State. 

The school-house in. District No. 4 has been remodelled. New 
seats and desks have taken the place of the former ones. One schol- 
ar only can sit at each desk. The seats are benches instead of 
chairs. ‘The school-room is properly ventilated. It is a pleasant 
and convenient room. 

Citizens have manifested an interest in their respective schools by 
their readiness to supply their children with suitable books. Those 
now used in our schools are very generally those recommended b 
our State Board of Education. They are perhaps the best books 
that could be selected from those now before the public. The North 
American Spelling Book, recommended by said Board, has been in- 
troduced the past year into several of our schools. It is hoped that 
it will be placed the present year in all our schools. It is very de- 
sirable, also, that scholars should be furnished with Dictionaries. 
Kyery scholar who is able to use a Dictionary should have one. It 
is a very important help in spelling, pronouncing and defining of 
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words correctly. Worcester’s Primary Dictionary, costing 374 cents, 
is the one recommended. 

Prudential Committees have in most instances performed the part 
that is worthy of them. They have shown a desire and purpose of 
mind to benefit their respective schools. Their object in hiring a 
teacher has evidently been to obtain one who would teach a good 
school, rather than one who would engage to teach at a very low 
price. This is as it should be. The: principle upon which men act 
in hiring persons to aid them in other kinds of business, is, first to 
find those who are able to perform the service desired, and then en- 
gage them upon the most reasonable terms to which they will con- 
sent. Prudential Committees should act upon the same principle. 
In former years this principle has been often disregarded. Citizens 
in some instances instructed their Prudential Committees to give not 
more than 50 cents per day to a male teacher and to a female teach- 
er not more than 16 cents per day. But those years are past. We 
hope they will never return. 

Prudential Committees, many of them, have the past year not 
only exercised care in their selection of teachers, but have manifested 
in other ways their interest in the schools. They have visited them 
at their commencement to see their condition and prospects, and to 
encourage teachers and scholars. They have also visited them at 
their close to observe what improvement has been made. 

Teachers, before entering their schools, appeared before the Su- 
perintending School Committee, and were examined and qualified. 

Their examination was generally well sustained, and with credit to 
themselves. The expectation which was thus awakened has been 
fully answered, except in two or three instances.. Many of the teach- 
ers haye exercised a watchful care over the manners and moral de- 
portment of their scholars. Seldom has the town been favored with 
so good a board of school teachers. ‘They have shown themselves 
interested in their work and that they were ina good degree quali- 
fied for it. 

Soon after the commencement of the Winter schools the teachers 
associated together to hold Teachers’ meetings. .They invited citi- 
zens and scholars to meet with them and confer together upon sub- 
jects important to the welfare of our common schools. These meet- 
ings were held weekly at the different school-houses, and were con- 
tinued till the schools drew to a close. The order of exercises were 
ist, prayer ; 2d, address by one of the teachers or citizens ; 3d, dis- 
cussion ; 4th, essays by the female teachers; 5th, anonymous arti- 
cles by female teachers and scholars of the different schools. 

Scholars in many of the schools have done honor to themselves 
by their conduct to their teachers and to one another, and by their 
faithful and successful application to study. 

It has been cheering to observe their kind and graceful manners. 
They have shown an excellent spirit and good fellow feeling towards 
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each other, and affection and respect to their teachers. Visitors. 


have been received with courtesy and manifest pleasure. When 


they, having exchanged salutations with the teacher at the door, en- 


tered the school-room, scholars arose and bowed, and by their spark- 
ling eyes and smiling countenances, said, we welcome you ; and then 
resumed their seats and applied themselves to their books with fresh 
zeal. , 


portment. Their language has been courteous, respectful and rever- 
ent. Some of the teachers have remarked that they have not heard 
any of their scholars use profane language. 

Much interest has been manifested by the scholars of most of the 
schools, in preserving their school-house uninjured and in the neat 
and tasteful appearance of the school-room. In most of the schools 
few indeed, and in some schools none, have been the cuts and marks 
made upon the benches, and walls of the school-house. There are, 
however, two or three schools of which we would that these remarks 
were true. Scholars in one District have the past year done much 
injury to their school-house. True it has been sadly soiled and in- 
jured by deep cuts and unseemly marks in by-gone years, and the 
house is now old and greatly needs to be repaired or a new one built. 
But all this forms no adequate excuse for scholars to inflict new in- 
juries. Besides, the appearance of a school-house is an index of the 


character of the school kept there, and every seat and desk tells of. 


the character of the scholar. who occupies them. Every scholar 
should think of this when he is about to raise his hand to soil the 
walls of the school-house, or its seats and desks. The scholar who 
does an injury to the school-house inflicts a greater injury upon him- 
self, and gets to himself an evil name, while the scholar who does 
mar his seat or desk or walls of the house, does hinself a benefit and 
gets for himself a good report. : 
Some school-rooms have been decorated with appropriate and taste- 
ful ornaments. Upon the walls of one school-room was placed the 
motto in large letters, ‘‘ Knowledge is Power.’’ The examination 


of the school at its close showed that this motto was not in name on-.... 


ly, but in truth, their motto. In another, the words, ‘* School in 
District No. 83—I’ll try,”” were put upon the walls in large letters 


of evergreens extending the whole length of one side of the room. 


The teacher and scholars gave ample testimony by the examination 
of the school at its close that they had been true to their word. Up- 
on the walls of another school-room were suspended large Geograph- 
ical Outline Maps. ‘The scholars have evidently made good use of 
them. Such Maps are very desirable and important to every school- 
room. 

In some schools no communication by whispering and other ways 
has been practiced, except by the express permission of the teacher. 
Several scholars have seldom if ever violated this wholesome regula- 


Scholars in most of the schools have maintained a good moral de- 
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tion. It isa regulation that should be adopted and faithfully ob- | 
served by every school. The man or the scholar that attends to his 
own business and lets others alone will be the most successful in 
whatever he undertakes. | 

The daily attendance of scholars in many of the schools and their 
promptness at the commencement of school hours have been very 
commendable. Several scholars have not been absent a day or a 
half day, nor tardy in a single instance. Let ali scholars emulate 
this example, and let teachers encourage them to do it. Daily and 
prompt attendance in the school-room is most desirable and impor- 
tant to success in study. Parents should be deeply interested in 
having their children when attending school, present daily in good 
season. It may require much effort to accomplish this, but parents 
will receive their reward for it in the benefit which it will secure to 
their children. | 

Good improvement has been made in most of the schools. The 
different elementary branches of education usually taught in them 
have received attention. Several of the more advanced scholars 
have also devoted themselves to other studies. 

In some schools much attention has been given to the elementary 
sounds of letters. The Committee, visiting a school one morning, 
found a class of 11 or 12 years of age giving the different sounds of 
the vowels. They did this not only by mentioning the words in 
which these sounds occur but by giving the sounds themselves. It 
was cheering to witness the interest which the class manifested in 
their recitation and the proficiency which they had made. The same 
method of teaching the sounds of the letters has been practiced in 
some of the other schools. fs 

Spelling has been taught in all the schools. Every scholar has 
studied it. The recitations, oral and written, have been from the 
Spelline-book and from the reading lessons.. Most of the schools 


have made very good improvement in this study. 


It has been animating to notice the proficiency of scholars in read- 
ing. Teachers generally have taught it very successfully. Reading 
lessons have been studied rather than looked over, and scholars with 


_ few exceptions have read with distinctness of articulation and correct- 


ness of inflection, and with an easy and natural variety of tone. ‘The 
harsh monotonous school-boy tone of former days is now seldom 
heard. The Committee has often observed* that when a scholar 
made a mistake in pronunciation or inflection, and in the omis- 
sion or insertion of a word, the other members of the class quick- 
ly noticed it, and up went their hands to tell the teacher that they 
had observed a mistake. When the sentence was finished, at the 
permission of the teacher some of the class corrected the mistake and 
the scholar then re-read the sentence; and if he again made a mis- 
take it was corrected and he read the sentence a third time, till it 
was read as it should be. 
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The improvement madé’ in penmanship has not equalled the im- 
provement in other studies. Scholars appear to have taken great 
pains to improve their hand writing. Teachers, perhaps, have felt 


too little interest in this branch of common school. education, or they 


have been deficient in their qualifications to teach it. The instruc- 


_ tion given has been too slight and immethodical. It ought not to 


+ 


be so. Instruction in penmanship should be thorough and system- 
atic as well as in other studies. Letters should be classified, and 
the principles upon which they, are formed should be distinctly stated 
and illustrated by the teacher upon the blackboard. The proper po- 
sition of the body, arms, hands and fingers should be correctly de- 
scribed. All the members of the class should have the same copy, 
and while they are writing the teacher should devote his time and at- 
tention to them. But instead of this, in some schools a member 
of the class may perhaps have a copy different from the copy of any 


_ other member. He proceeds without much definite instruction to 
- form the letters like those of the copy, not. 


by. any pine a ie 
put as well as he can by guess. If a schola 
good penman he must seek instructio SO a 
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Common School. Hence arises the n or writ 
This®iecessity should be avoided. Pn Sa 

Arithmetic has been taught by most teac lers ae onl art but 
asascience. ‘The principles upon which the rules are ed, have 


been studied and understood by the greater portion of scholars, so 


- far asthey have advanced. It has been animating to see the prompt- 


ness, with which propositions have been solved, the readiness with 
which the different steps taken in their solution have been ey 
stated and correctly explained. 

Scholars studying Geography have in most instances done well.— 
This is true particularly of those who have been favored with the use 
of Outline Maps. It is hoped that such maps will be introduced in- 
to all our schools. “i 

Grammar classes have in most of the schools, devoted themselves 
to the study of our language, with earnestness and perseverance.— 
Teachers have manifested an interest in the analysis of sentences, and 
in tracing out the relation of words one to another. Scholars have 
sympathized with them in this interest. Writing of compositions has 
been practiced by several of the advanced Grammar classes. The 
effort and the improvement which they have made, is truly worthy of 
praise. It is hoped that all our Grammar classes will imitate their 
example. 

Algebra, Philosophy, History, Astronomy, and Physiology, have 
been studied by several of the scholars in different schools. They 
acquitted themselves with great credit at their examination. 


ALVAH SPAULDING, 
& | Superintending School Committee. 
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